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in Ubonratchathani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to (1) study certain socio-economic conditions of village
agricultural volunteers in Ubonratchathani Province (2) study role performance support and operational
motivation of village agricultural volunteers in Ubonratchathani Province (3) study knowledge
regarding village agricultural volunteers and role performance (4) study role performance of village
agricultural volunteers in Ubonratchathani Province (5) study problems and suggestions in role
performance of village agricultural volunteers in Ubonratchathani Province.

The research population were 2,699 village agricultural volunteers in Ubonratchathani
Province. 348 samples were obtained from multi-stage random sampling. Interview form was used to
collect data which were analyzed later by computer program. Struture statistics used were frequency,
percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean,and standard deviation.

From the study, it was discovered as follows. (1) Most of the village agricultural volunteers
were male with their average age at 34.53 years. Approximately half of them completed lower
secondary school and were married. Over half of them served in village committee position and all of
them were village agricultural volunteers. They learned updated information from individual media i.e.
agricultural extensionists, village leaders at the highest level, learned from mass media i.e. radio and
television at medium level. Rice farming was their main occupation. Their average household income
was 114,669.54 baht/year apparently earning from rice farming at the most. Their average occupied
area was 26.51 rai. (2) They received support in role performance at high level in terms of knowledge
enhancement, materials for knowledge transfer and production factors. Their operational motivation
was rated at medium level. Their motivation was found in the form of non-payment rather than
payment. Their most found operational motivation was obtaining agricultural knowledge, the second
was their pride in helping the government and opportunity to develop their own community. (3) They
acquired knowledge and understanding in role performance while some of them did not understand the
background of village agricultural volunteers, term of service, benefit and role performance in the
aspect of demographic data storage of village agriculture. (4) In role performance, they had collected
demographic data of village agriculture, worked with village committee and relevant work offices to
prepare the agricultural development plan at village level, coordinated in knowledge transfer mission,
solved farmers’ problems, followed up agricultural situation in their village and reported emergency
case to relevant work offices. (5) Problem in role performance was found at medium level. It was
suggested to encourage and enhance agricultural knowledge as well as role performance by site visit to
provide advice closely and continuously.

Keywords: Village Agricultural Volunteers, Role performance, Ubonratchathani Province
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